THE BIRDS OF BETLEY MLRE AND SURROUNDING ARER.

Batley mere is situated close to the village of Betley in
Staffordshire, The county boundary with Cheshire passed through the
middle of the mere until som® administrative tidying up of the County
moundaries put the whola mare in Staffordshire doring the mid 60's.

The mere 1s I4 hectares in area and is bounded on three sides by
read beds and on two sides by damp woodland consisting mainly of
Willow and Alder, The mere is in & shallow gandy basin, of glacial
crigin, which shows the full range of atages leading from open water
to a fen wood on peat.

The aroa around the mere includes wot peaty grazing land with
drainags channels, some agricultural land and & small ornamental wood
near Betley Village known as The Dingls. There was originally an
add{ tional smaller mere known as Little Mere but when the drainaga
system was diverted arcund this Mere in I9%68 1t dried cut and is new
a reed bed only.

The area studied by the Writers is approximately 70 hectaras and
a large part of the area, arocund 35 hectares, is an 3.35.5.I.

The area has bean visited by the writers on awerage every three
weaks since Ootober IS7I with mora frecuent visits each year in the
Spring., On each visit every spacies seen was recorded and the same
route was followad @ach time.

In the species notes that follow the following definitions have
been used :-

Cotmgn - At laast one bird seen on § of visits,

Reqular - At least one bird seen on T of visits but less than

1.

Sporadic = At least ons bird seen on less than § of visits but
sean annually.,

In each case only the visita at thz appropriate time of the year for the
spacies are included e.g. whole year for Wren - April to Saptembar for
Swallow. Also the definitions are not quantitive in any way. They apply
ecqually t¢ one bird &s to onz hundred.

B.C. means breeding confirmed at least once in the peried

P.B. means probebly bred at least gnece in the period.

- I. =



Thasa are based on cateqories 1 + 2 of the C.0.L. braeding
survey.



Systematic list of Spocles recorded.

Little Grebe [Tachybaptus ruficollis) B.C.

Comman « Seen or hr:ard on most vigits., Max 8 on 26. 9. 76.

Great Crested Graebe (Podiceps cristatus) B.C.

Common but usually missing in mid Wintar., Max 6 on 29. 4. 77.
One paid breeds annually.
A oon T2 8% — D do ey 2ifvigs

Cormorant (Pha]acrocoraﬂu‘h)

Single birds B.I0. 72 and I5. 2. 76 e 3V 2R qu‘\h}@";

Heron {Ardea Cinerea) -

Sporadic visits by (ndivicduals feeding in the gutters. Sean at all times
of year, 2 birds on iwo occasions in 1982 Swmmer otherwise all single
birds.

Mute Swan  {Cygnus olor) B.C.

Ragqular with max of I4 on I8. 2. 73 and 15. 2. 76. Bred 1974, 1979
and IT982 raising 3 young on each cocasien. Pair present throughout

braeding seasgns of T980 and I98I but did not breed.
T aok eriarl B AR s L
R = il = s 12w

Wnite Pronted Goose (Arser Albifrons) k- O e

Frea flying hybrid goose I, 4, 79 resambled this species,

Canada Gocze (Branta canadenais)
Sporadic with max 30 23, II. 75. All Novoember - May except for
I9 on 5, 8. 82,
Yo o 33 B e o U
Shelduck (Tadornma tadorna)

8 on 31, 8. 75 which 18 of course an unusval tims. >l

Hoscovy Duck
I on 28, 3., B2,



Higeon {Anas Penpelope)

Eight records Nov - March., HMax 60 on 11. I. 76, 35 on 26, I2. 75.
Others 5 or lass

Geadsnadt o0l igla)ez

Taal {Anas Crecca}l

Sgi-k;"records Sept « March. 2 - 4 birds on each occasien.
Eecaph b 1S = a0

Mallarg (Anas Platyrhynches) B.C.

Common, Less than 35 birds except for 75 on 2, 1l. 73. S& \&(g|g«

Shoveler (Anas Clypeata)

Sporadic. All records between I0th September and 4th May. Usually
lass than IQ but 20 om. 1I. I. 76, II on 22, 3. 81,

Pochard {Anythya Ferina) Bred in I960"s per another cbserver.

Sporadic . Usually less than I0 but a few up to 30 and & on 1I.I.78
and 40 on 24. I. 78.

Tufted Duck  {Anythya Fulicula) B. C.

Common. Usually 5 - 50 but I20 30. 9., 79, %0 24. 4, 74, <0
Iy, 4. B0, 70 3I, 3, 74. Bred most years.

Goldeneye {Bucephola clangula)

Edght records of 1 - 3 birds batween 23 ¥or, and I8 Ian.
!

Smew {Merous Albellus)

I male IS5 2, 76.

Goosander {Mergus merganser)

20on I. 12. 74, 3 I5. 12,74, 4 26.12.74

Ruddy Duck {Oxyura Jamaicensis} B.C.

Common. FRacorded every meonth. In the earli-r years birds arrived
at the mere in March/April and left in November but in later years
they stay longer and arrive back marlier. Firat January record in
Y983. Usually I - 5 but 10 on 23. 4. 77 and I8. 4. 78. A female
with w2ry small duckling on the late date of I.ID. 78
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Sparrowhawk (Accipdter Nisus)

Stngle birds 15.12.74, 7. 3.76, 21.10,79 and 2I.12.80.
P By

Buzzard {Buteo buteo)

Single birds I[4.4.74, 5.5.74 and 28.3.76.

Kestrel {Faleco tinnunculus)

Ragular. Usually one bird but occasionally a pair seen.
Q,;Pn‘adsac. RLp a Seqy

Red legged Partrides (Alectoris Rufa) B.C.

2 on 26.3,78, I 10.6.,79. Family of 8 28,7.7%, & 7.2.82.
Large numbars turned down locally by shooting tenants.

Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix) P.2.

14,4.74 (2), 15.2.76 (2), 28.3,76 (2) and 4, 12.77 (5
o e PEGRT L€ 8«2 1B R

Pheasant {Phasianus cochicus)
Single birds on 3,I0.7I, 6.5.73, 28.4.79, 5.5.79, and 1I6,3.80.
Probably relsasad by shooting syndicate.

i & .9.8¢
Water Rail {Fallus acuaticus)
Singles on 6.4.75, I5.11.81, 26,12.82 and two birds on 2.II.75,
23.11.75, I4.,12.75, 14.1,79, 30.IL.BQ, 26.12.8I, I[2.12.92, Apart
from the Ist record in April all others Novamber - January in 5
separate Winters indicating an influx of winter birds.
Moorhen {Gallinula chloromus) B.C.

Common .

Coot {Fulica atra) B.C.

Common. Usyally around 30-ICC birds but 2 only 26.12.87 when mere frozen.
Max, 500 Oct 75 + 300 I3.9.8I.

Qvatercatcher (Haematopus ostalegus)

Ona 28.2.82.

Lapwing ({Vanellus vanellus)

Sporadic, Only the odd bird at thy mere edee or an sccasional small
flock flying over.



Ring:d Flover {Charadrius hiaticula)

Cthar observers have recorde=d this on passage.

Dunlin {Calidris alpina)

Single birds on spring passage 6.4.75, 4. 5, 80.
I doofea k. {0 -‘1‘1&..“

-

3nipe  (Gallinage gallinago)

Brad in 80's p2r another observer.

Ragular in earlier years with up to 30 birds present in the autumn in the
wot fields, A sharp decline aftar IS78 with only 2 single biyds in 1979,
one in IS80, four #n IS8I and none at all in 1982,

22033 (N pamd ) e g(w) S onTr s

Curlew {Numenius arqueata)

Spring records in 3 years Ed4, £.74, 27.4.74, $.6.74 (2), 17.4.76 {2),
29,4,77 Gy (D e

Q\-&&—- LR\ Ve 48y e ‘%I\.M .
Common _Sandpiper {Actitis hypoleucos)

Single birds on spring passage in I974, 1976, 1979 and I980. On 4.5.80
2 birds on thz same day and on I3. 9. 8] the only autummn passages bird.

D e WO R, | IO l'f-u).‘h' o0 e R
Black hsaded gqull {Larus ridibundas}

Common, Less in mid Summer.

Cormen Gull [Larus Canus)

Sporadie in Winter until Decamber I978. Nons since.

Lesser Black backed Gull {Larus Fuscus)

Ragular July te April - Most records in autumn.

Herring Gull {Larus argentatus)

Regular until 1978 and sporadic afterwards.

Great Black-backed Gull {Larus marinus)

Five records in Winters 73/4, 74/5 and 75%/6. None since.
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Common Tern (Sterna Lirundo)

Recorded on passage by other

}
)
Arctiec Tern (Strrna paradisa=a) }
)} observers.
)
}

Black Tern ({Chiidonias niger)

Stock Dave {Columba oenas)

Sroradic.

Wood Pigaon {Columba palumbas) B.C.

Commuon.

Feral Piczon  {Columba liwia)

Comman,

Turtle Dove {Streptopelia Turtur)

Onz record on 2I. 6.8 but other chsarvers have recorded this species
mora frequently on passage.

Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaccto) B.C.

Common. Usually 2-3 birds near Betley village.

Cuckoe  {Cuculus canorus} P.B.
Common in earlier years with I- 3 birds seen on visits at appropriate

times of year. Only single birds since 197% and in I98I only one
sightinga Earliest on 20.4. 74. The Head Warblera are no doubt the

attraction, E ?jL""' : € , _‘.—;‘ Jo
Little Owl (Athene noctua)

Single birds 17. 3. 74, 3I. 3, 74, 27, 4. T4, and 2I, B. 81.
L PR 1¥ [N {ir /o Re
Tawny Owl (Strix Aluco} F.,B.

Regular sightings near knoWn roosts,

Swift, {Apus apus)
Common over mare in Summer. GBarliest 4.5.73, HNo late rocords.

¥ %35,
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Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) F.B.
3poradic visitor to more and qutters, R-=cords throughout the year,
but the majarity in Wint-r. 2 hirds a-en on/’f occasians.,

[

Gyrean Woodpecker  (Picus wiridis)

4 records only, I0. II.74, 5. I.75(2), 9.%. 75 and I9.I0. 75.

Great Spotted Woodpeckar {Dendrocopos maior) B.C.

Reqular until I98C and since then only Z’ records,

Lesser spotted Weodpecker  ({Dendrocopos miner) B.C.

Nest found in I972 but only five records sines 4, 5. 75, I5.2.76,
26.12.76, 29.4.77, 4. 5. 8O.
Skylark ({Alauda arvemsis} P.B.

Comof;in Spring and Summer, A fow winter records only.

L—’ L (Glr L _Tehy gi-.'. _n\,},— %&.l“v
Sand Martin {Riparia riparia )

Sporadic over m2re April to Saptember,

Swallow {Hirunde rustica) B.C.

Common over mere, Larliest I3.4.80 and latest 27.10.74.

Hoyse Martin  [Delichon urbica)
Common over mere. barliest 20.4.74 and latest I7. 10.76.

Tree Pipit {Anthus trivialis)

One record 20. 4. 74.

Meadow Pipit  (Anthus pratensis)

Sporadic irn Winter in wet meadows bacoming more fracuent, at end of peried,
Summer records 20, ¢, 75 and 2,.5. 82. M BTR

Yellow Wagtajl (Motacilla Flawa) B.C.
1 records 6.5,73, 5.5.74, 10,8.70
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Gray Wagtail {Motacilla cinersa) B.C.

Sporadic Spring and Winter records mast y:ars but bred [978 and 197¢,

Pled Wagtajl [(Motacilla alba yarrelliiy F.B.

Sporadic throuchout year., Birds seen most often at small sewace plant.

Wren {Trogledytes troglodytes) B.C,

Common .

Dunnock {Prunella modularis ) B.C.

Common,

Robin {Erithacus rubecula) B.C.

-

Common .

Whinchat {Saxicela rubsztra}

I on 6,5,73 on rassage.

Blackbird {Turcus mernla} B.C.
Commen .
Pield Fare {(Turdus pilaris)

Common., Earli-st I9th October and latest I7th April.
M_) _;:.) - C;.m:h ' e"“-—‘r{"m&- G((' ‘GV‘VL‘-. L,\‘:

Song Thrush {Turdus philomaloa) B.C.
Common .
Mistla Thrush {Turdus visclvoruas) B.C.

Common. Usually I - 2 birds In the Dingle Wood.

Grasshopper Warbler, {Locustslla naeria)

2 records only on %, 7. 72 and IZ. 7, 8I.



M (Acrocephalus schee nobasnus) P.B,

Surprisingly uncommon in view of th? suitsble habitat.
Reqular 1971 1o 1973 but only 4 sinca, 4, 5, 75, 28.5.7A, 18.5.80,
20, 7. 80, e AT

Read Warblar {Acrocaphalus scirpaceus) 8.0,

Common in reed beds, ’Earli--st 19. 4. and latest I5, 9. - 10 singing
meles in 1981, | bi<fe, . O log et
A : ) 5 N.E ;o
-2choe ._I-'E\M.‘h‘?f;m Yo mo, 13 Sy 0185 o e

O uertilg el
Lessar Whitethroeat (Sylvia® rruca) P.B.

One on 2I, 6. B8] ip territory,

#hitethroat (Sylvia communis) P.B.

Spnradic, Usually one or twe Tecords only each year, None in 1872,
I975, 1978 and Igs2,

Barden Warbler (Sylyia borin} P.B.
Ona 2I. 6, 8] in territory.

~ yfefg8z
Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) P.R.

Ragular, Earlfiest 20. 4, and latest 29, 7,

Chiffechaff {Phylloscopus collvybita) B.C.

Common, Larliest 27, 3 and latsst 21, 9, {a singing bird)

Willow Warbler (Fhylloscopus trochilus} B.C,

Common. Earliest II. 4. and latest I3. 9,
Gelderest (Regulus regulus) P.B.
Reqular Qectober to Juna and occasional Summer records.

Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa stria ta) B.C,

Regular. Earljest 6th May and latest ISth Saptombar,
P U VI S

Piad Fly Catcher, (Ficadula hypolauca)

Racorded on passage by other watchers,



Long tailed Tit {Aeglthalpa caudstos) B.C,

Recular, More common in Winter.

Willow Tit {Parus montanus) P.B.

Regular all ymars exc pt 1975 when none s~en, IS8 only cne on 25. IO.
end I982 only on= on 17.1. All Marsh/Willow Tits that were positively
ydentified by call were Willaw Tits. Some of the silent birds seen may
hay~ bean Marsh Tits.

Coal Tits [Parus atar) P.B.

Sporadic enly with none im I977 or 1981, Most records in Winter.

Bluye Tits {Pavus caeruleus} B.C.

Comman «

Great Tit {Parus major)] B.C.

Comman «
'

¥u thatch (Sttta auropaea); B.C.

Regular I - 2 birds.

Trescreapery {Certhia Familiaris} P.B.

Regqular. e

Jay {Garrulus glandarius] P.B.
Regular,

Magoie [Piea Pica) B.C.

Common »

ackdaw (Corwis monedula) B.C.

Common

Rack (Corvus Frugilequs) B.C.

In the earliest yrars thern was a small Rookery in fhe dingle wood of
5 - I0 nests. These trees were falled and & rockrry started in trees
by Little Mere. Tnis has steadily grown frem 3 in $975 to +f in 10827
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Carrion Crow {Corvus corone) HR.C.

Common

Starling {(Sturnus wvolgaris ) R.C.

Common. Lerge autumn roosts in mers woods. KRewer counted but upte
1000 birds approx.

House Sparrow {Passnr domestlcus) B.C.

Common near villagas, No records away from habitations.

Tree Sparrow {Passer montanus) FP.B.

Recular until 25. II, 79 and no records sinee.
e 5525
Cha ffinch {Fringilla coelebs; B.C.

Common .

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla)

Large flocks of I00 approx in 75/8 winter. Small flock 2 - 3 in 78/9.
Otherwlse only I on 8.2.81 and 2 on 28.2.22.

Green Finch (Carduslis chloris) P.B.
Regular to end of 1980 but enly 3 records since then, in Kovember
1981, Dec-mber I98I and 2. 5, 82.

PR 3 19 %% wdg.
Gold Fingh  {Carduelis cercmelis) P.B.

Sporadie, Betwsen I and 4 records each year. 30 on 17, I0. 76,

Siskin {Carduelis spinus)

7 winter records in 4 winters of I - I35 kirds.

Linnet {(Cardnelis canrabina} P.B.

Sporadic records mostly {n Spring. Non2 in 1962,

Radpoll {Carduclis Flammea)

5 racords only. 6.4.75, 20.4.75, 6 on 27.3.77, I5.4.79 and 5 on
I6.3.80.
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Bull Finch  {Pyrrhula pyrrhuls) P.B.

Regqular to 16. S. 8L apart From I°78 when no records. A pair on
26, I2. 82 were the first for I8 menths.

Yallow hammer Luberiza citrinellay P.B.

Reqular.

Reed Bunting (Embariza schoeniclus) B.C.

Ragqular.



DISCUSSION .

In II ysars the writers have recorded 106 species in the area
and other watchers havs s2en an addit{cnal 5 species making III in
total, 40 species have leen confirmed breeding and a further 22
probably bred in the area, -

This is a good total of speeirs for such a small arsa and reflacts
the wide range of varied habjtats prasent. The area has already been
altered by tree felling and drairage in the B0’s and more tree felling
in the 7083. Any further Farming "improvementa” involving further
improved draipage plans or mors tree felling would markedly reduce the
area’s ornitholeogical wvalue,

The mere is also subject to disturbance which has a detrimental
effect on the waterfowl. Thers is reqular fishing from the mere edga
by members of fishing clubs but the waterfowl tolerate this providing
the fishermen do not utilise the whole circumference of the mere.
Occasionally, howevey, fishing i= carried out from boats and alse
occasionally there is scme safling. %hen this happens and whan the
fishermen are all round the mere edge th~ small size of the water leawes
no refuge for wildfowl so the vast majority leave,

The whole study area is a classic example of a good ornithologlcal
site which could be irretriavably damag:d by sither a change in faraing
practice or an increase in leisure activitiss. It is to b2 hoped that
the area’s 5.5.5.I. status will help to preserva its presant value as an
orni thological sits .,

SUMMARY .

The rasults of an elewen year {I97I - I082} continuing survey
of the birds of Betley mere and the surrcunding arez are shown.
Breading species are {dentified {n the text and the future prospects
for tha area are briefly discussad,
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